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Amendment (under section 34) 
(Article 1 1 of Japanese Law Concerning the International Application of the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty and Related Matters) 

To- Patent Examiner 

1. International Application No. PCT/JP2004/009053 

2. Applicant 

Name UNIVERSAL BIO RESEARCH CO., LTD. 

Address 88, Kamihongou, Matsudo-shi, Chiba 271-0064, Japan 
Nationality JAPAN 
Address JAPAN 

3. Agent 

Name (7519) Patent Attorney DOBASHI Akira 

Address 6F, No. 12 Mori Building, 17-3, Toranomon l chome, Minatcrku, Tokyo 

105-0001, Japan 

4. Object of Amendment Claims 

5. Contents of Amendment 

(1) Claim 1 is amended as follows: 

"1. (Amended) A reagent container comprising one or more liquid-containing units for 
containing a reagent, and a thermostat container provided so as to surround at least one 
of said liquid-containing units, wherein: said thermostat container has a heating agent or 
a cooling agent for heating or cooling said liquid-containing unit inside said thermostat 
container, but outside said Uquid-containing unit surrounded by said thermostat 
container; said thermostat container comprises an aperture section which enables the 
transfer of a substance such as a gas between the inside of said thermostat container and 
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the outside and: 

said aperture section is sealed by a peelable or perforable sealing film." 

(2) Claim 2 is amended as follows: 

"2. (Amendment) A reagent container according to claim 1, wherein said thermostat 
container comprises an ap e rture section and/or a mouth section which enables the 
transfer of a substance such as a gas between the inside of said thermostat container and 
the outside, and which is closed by said liquid-containing unit or a lid during heating or 
cooling." 

(3) The words of Claim 6, "claim 1 through 5" are replaced with words, "claim 1 
through claim 5". 

(4) Claim 7 is cancelled. 

(5) Claim 13 is amended as follows: 

"13. (Amendment) A reagent container comprising one or more liquid-containing 
units for containing a reagent, and a thermostat member which forms all or part of a 
wall of at least one of said liquid-containing units, and said thermostat member heats or 
cools the inside of said liquid-containing unit in accordance with an external signal, 
wherein 

said wall of said liquid-containing unit comprises a frame having a gap, a slot 
or an aperture, and a film-shaped member or a thin plate is provided so as to cover said 
gap, slot or aperture in said frame." 

(6) Claim 1 8 is cancelled. 
6, List of documents 
Pages 22, 23 of Claims 



2 



Written response 

To- Patent Examiner 

1. International Application No. PCT/JP2004/009053 

2. Applicant 

Name UNIVERSAL BIO RESEARCH CO., LTD. 

Address 88, Kamihongou, Matsudo-shi, Chiba 271-0064, Japan 
Nationality JAPAN 
Address JAPAN 

3. Agent 

Name (7519) Patent Attorney DOBASHI Akira 

Address 6F, No. 12 Mori Building, 17- 3, Toranomon 1-chome, Minato ku, Tokyo 

105-0001, Japan 

4. Date of notification 18th January 2005 (mailing date) 

5. Contents of response 

(1) According to the International Searching Authority, it is indicated that claim 1 
through claim 6, claim 8 through claim 1 1 , and claim 1 3 through claim 1 7 in the 
concerned application cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
inventive step, based on the cited document 1 (JP2003- 107094 A, Toshiba Corp.), the 
cited document 2 (JP11-153603A, Hitachi, Ltd.), and the cited document 3 
(JP2001 -5 1 8383 A, Applied Chemical & Engineering Systems, Inc.). On the other 
hand, it is indicated that claim 7, claim 12, and claim 18 can be considered novel, can be 
considered to involve an inventive step, and can be considered to have an industrial 
applicability. 
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(2) Grounds for amendment 

The ground for inserting "the thermostat container comprises an aperture 
section which enables the transfer of a substance such as a gas between the inside of 
said thermostat container and the outside and; said aperture section is sealed by a 
peelable or perforable sealing film" in claim 1 is based on the description of claim 2 
" an aperture section and/or a mouth section which enables the transfer of a substance 
such as a gas between the inside of said thermostat container and the outside" and the 
description of claim 7 "said aperture section is sealed by a peelable or perforable sealing 
film". 

The ground for inserting "and which is closed by said liquid-containing unit or 
a lid during heating or cooling" in claim 2 is based on the description of the 
specification page 7, lines 22 and 23 (English translation), 6t the mouth section is used 
while it is closed by a lid or the liquid-containing unit or the like during heating or 
cooling". 

The ground for inserting "said wall of said liquid-containing unit comprises a 
frame having a gap, a slot or an aperture, and a film-shaped member or a thin plate is 
provided so as to cover said gap, slot or aperture in said frame" in claim 1 3 is based on 
the description of the of claim 1 8 "said wall of said liquid-containing unit comprises a 
frame having a gap, a slot or an aperture, and a film-shaped member or a thin plate is 
provided so as to cover said gap, slot or aperture in said frame". 

(3) Regarding novelty and inventive step 

As indicated by the examiner, claim 7, claim 12, and claim 18 in the original 
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claims are not disclosed in any document, nor obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
Therefore, it is considered that independent claim 1 after amendment into which the 
description in these claims is inserted, claim 2 through claim 1 1 dependent thereon, 
independent claim 12 of the claim, and independent claim 13 after amendment, and 
claim 14 through claim 17 dependent thereon, are novel, and involve an inventive step. 

A request is thus made for preparation of an international preliminary 
examination report to the effect that claim 1 though claim 6, and claim 8 through claim 
1 7 are novel, involve an inventive step, and have an industrial applicability. 



End 
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CLAIMS 

1 . (Amended) A reagent container comprising one or more liquid-containing units for 
containing a reagent, and a thermostat container provided so as to surround at least one of 
said liquid-containing units, wherein: said thermostat container has a heating agent or a 
5 cooling agent for heating or cooling said liquid-containing unit inside said thermostat 

container, but outside said liquid-containing unit surrounded by said thermostat container; 

said thermostat container comprises an aperture section which enables the transfer of a 
substance such as a gas between the inside of said thermostat container and the outside and; 
said aperture section is sealed by a peelable or perforable sealing film. 
10 2. (Amended) A reagent container according to claim 1, wherein said thermostat container 
comprises a mouth section which enables the transfer of a substance such as a gas between 
the inside of said thermostat container and the outside, and which is closed by said 
liquid-containing unit or a lid during heating or cooling. 

3. A reagent container according to either one of claim 1 and claim 2, wherein said 

15 thermostat container is secured to said liquid-containing unit surrounded by said thermostat 
container. 

4. A reagent container according to either one of claim 1 and claim 2, wherein said 
thermostat container is removable from said liquid-containing unit surrounded by said 
thermostat container. 

20 5. A reagent container according to any one of claim 2 through claim 4, wherein said 
cooling agent or heating agent is supplied from outside said thermostat container to the 
inside through said aperture section and/or mouth section in said thermostat container. 
6. A reagent container according to any one of claim 1 through claim 5, wherein all or some 
of said liquid-containing units contain a predetermined reagent, and the openings of at least 
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those liquid-containing units that contain said reagent are sealed with a peelable or 
perforable sealing film. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. A reagent container according to any one of claim 1 through claim 7, wherein said 
5 reagent container comprises a base section, and said liquid-containing units and the 

thermostat container are provided on said base section so that the openings and/or aperture 
sections of said liquid-containing units are located at said base section. 

9. A reagent container according to any one of claim 1 through claim 8, wherein said 
reagent container comprises a plurality of thermostat containers, and each thermostat 

1 0 container is set up to maintain a different temperature. 

1 0. A reagent container according to any one of claim 1 through claim 9, wherein a 
temperature-sensing element having a temperature-sensitive substance which senses the 
temperature of said thermostat container and visually indicates a change in temperature, is 
provided on said plurality of thermostat containers, or on the base section in the vicinity 

15 thereof. 

1 1 . A reagent container according to any one of claim 1 through claim 1 0, wherein said base 
section comprises one or more tube fitting sections, into which a liquid-containing unit or a 
thermostat container can be detachably fitted. 

12. A reagent container comprising: a base section, one or more liquid-containing units for 
20 containing a reagent; 

a thermostat container provided so as to surround at least one of the 
liquid-containing units; 

a heating agent or a cooling agent for heating or cooling said liquid-containing 
units, provided inside said thermostat container, but outside said liquid-containing unit 
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surrounded by said thermostat container; 

an aperture section which is provided on said base section, and which enables gases 
to pass between said thermostat container and the outside; and 

a sealing film affixed to the top of said base section in a peelable or perforable 
manner which, with all or some of said liquid-containing units containing a reagent, seals 
the openings and said aperture sections of at least those liquid-containing units which 
contain a reagent. 

13. (Amended) A reagent container comprising one or more liquid-containing units for 
containing a reagent, and a thermostat member which forms all or part of a wall of at least 
one of said liquid-containing units, and said thermostat member heats or cools the inside of 
said liquid-containing unit in accordance with an external signal, wherein 

said wall of said liquid-containing unit comprises a frame having a gap, a slot or an aperture, 
and a film-shaped member or a thin plate is provided so as to cover said gap, slot or aperture 
in said frame. 

1 4. A reagent container according to claim 1 3, wherein an internal surface of said wall faces 
the inside of the liquid-containing unit, an external surface of the wall is outside the 
liquid-containing unit, and an area between the internal and external surfaces is integrally 
formed. 

15. A reagent container according to either one of claim 13 and claim 14, wherein said 
thermostat member comprises a conductive member having a predetermined electrical 
resistance, and said signal is an electromagnetic signal. 

16. A reagent container according to any one of claim 13 through claim 15, wherein a 
contact section which receives electrical signals by contacting a terminal of an 
electromagnetic supply provided outside the reagent container, is provided in said reagent 



38 

container. 

17. A reagent container according to any one of claim 13 through claim 16, wherein the 
conductive member, forms a wall of said liquid-containing unit, covers said wall, is built 
into said wall, or is attached to said wall. 

18. (Cancelled) 



